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1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. More particularly, in each of the independent claims 
"double-sided stretch releasing adhesive" should have -tape- added after "adhesive", 
because the present language also reads upon any simple layer of stretch release 
adhesive, i.e. such a layer presumably has two sides. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1,2 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Meeks. Note particularly Figs 1 ,3 and 4, Col 1 , lines 14-24, lines 64-66, lines 30-34, Col 
3. lines 3-14, particularly lever elements 28 and 30 and double sided adhesive tape 16. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meeks taken in view of Frye. The primary reference is again relied upon substantially 
as set forth above, while the newly relied upon secondary reference discloses (note 
particularly Figs 8 and 9, Col 1, lines 8-16, line 68- Col 2, line 15, Col 3, line 71- Col 4, 
line 15) an article holding device having one outer surface coated with a layer of 
removable pressure sensitive adhesive which can have a spring loaded clip 45 having a 
suitable rear plate portion 46 fomriing a clamp which is disposed or clamped over web 
44 as shown in Figs 8 and 9 (Col 4, lines 10-13). Accordingly, one of ordinary skill, 
desirous of having an article holding device which Is also suitably attachable to a 
desired surface by an adhesive would incorporate the spring loaded clip and clamp into 
the cable clamp of the primary reference and thereby fomri, or render obvious, the 
claimed genus of articles. With respect to such parameters as which element is 
pivotably connected with a particular portion is believed to be an obvious modification to 
one of ordinary skill, in the absence of unexpected results. 

7. Claims 1-3 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Corcoran et al taken in view of Bries et al for claims 1-3 and 9-13 and WO/1 1295 
for claim 14. The primary reference discloses (note particularly Corcoran et al. Figs 5 
and 6, Col 2, line 60 - Col 3, line 3, Col 5, line 54 - Col 6, line 46, claims 1,7,and 8) 
apparatus and an accompanying method for loosening safety closures from containers, 
which includes an ami being pivotably connected to a vertical post. In Figs 5 and 6 note 
the handle with arm 80 having handle portion 82, and leveling hinge 106 lies adjacent 
cap gripping means 100, with leveling hinge pin 108 connecting 
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hinge 106 to the slotted section of arm 80. With respect to the secondary references, 
Bries et al discloses (note particularly the Abstract, Col 6, line 60 - Col 7. line 10, Fig 1 , 
claim 1) a suitable stretch release adhesive tape finding utility in a wide variety of 
applications such as applicant contemplates (e.g. Col 6, line 60, Col 7, line 10), while 
WO/ '295 discloses (Figs 5-7, page 7, lines 15-20) a foreami openable closure for 
containers which can have base element 12 connected to the cap 15 by a suitable 
adhesive strip (page 7, lines 19-21). The references are believed to be clearly 
combinable, as the adhesive tape or strip is clearly needed to connect the closure 
article to a desired substrate, with the remaining claimed structure or accompanying 
method clearly disclosed by the relied upon reference combinations. Other parameters 
that are not either expressly or inherently disclosed are each believed to be an obvious 
modification to one of ordinary skill, in the absence of unexpected results. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Zirker whose telephone number is 571-272-1486. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:30 to 6:00. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on 571 - 272 - 1478. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel Zirker 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 




